236              THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA GANDHI

others. That is the way of non-violence. Our sacrifice should
never make us proud. We should not be critical of the lesser
sacrifices of others. It happens sometimes that a man carrying a
load of five inaunds may yet be a miser about his strength while
a man carrying one maund draws upon all the strength he has.
Between the two, the honest worker is the one who carries one
maund. Hence, instead of sitting in judgment over others, we
should examine our own record, use all our strength to force
sacrifices from ourselves and, banishing uncharitable thoughts,
accept with love whatever sacrifices others make.

There is one question in the foregoing letter which has already
been answered. Whether a public worker is rich or poor, it is
our duty to see that, when we go to the villages, we do not become
a burden on the villagers. We should live so as to give them the
least trouble* Whatever little inconvenience we cause to them
should be compensated by our services. We may demonstrate to
them the methods of spinning and carding and, doing that work
ourselves, add to their stock of yarn and slivers. Even in this
matter, however, there is no one rule which can be followed in all
places, at all times and by all persons. The villagers should never
get the impression that any worker has come into their midst to
have a happy time or to enjoy a picnic. There can be no absolute
rule in things like this, I see that the rule that we should not
let the village people exceed a certain limit in their hospitality to
us is being proved right by experience*

[From Gujarati]
Navajiwn, 14-6-1925

137.   MTDUTT

One gentleman writes:1

We see in this letter, for one thing, an error which most
people fall into. It illustrates our fond notion that big results
can be achieved by preaching to people. Actually, it has been
our experience through the ages that preaching has little effect
Hundreds of sadhus preach and hundreds of Brahmins recite daily
from the Gita, the Bhagavata, etc. These things have practically no
effect. It is true that preaching does seem to produce an effect
sometimes, but in actual fact the effect is the result of the actions

1The letter is not translated Here. The correspondent had asked
Gandhiji to appeal to the people in Bengal to desist froja cruelty to animals.